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a fatal reputation for us." With that accurate persuasion
it will always be a matter to marvel at that it was Mr.
Lloyd George himself who first shook " trust in the British
word/'

The Treaty of Sevres did, as a matter of fact, leave the
Turks in Constantinople, but under what conditions and
on what terms ? Thrace was forfeited, Adrianople was
surrendered, and the Sultan was to exist in his Palace as
best he could within range of the guns of his racial enemies !
One of " the rich and renowned lands of Asia Minor " was
to be surrendered in the Vilayet of Smyrna, and with it the
most advantageously placed and flourishing commercial
port in the Turkish Empire. How was it that so offensive
a condition was allowed to creep into a Treaty that was on
no account to give umbrage to the Moslems of India ? The
control of the Straits gone, Adrianople lost, and Smyrna
surrendered, what remained of the Sovereignty of the
Ottoman Empire ? Not one of them could be included in
what might be termed the reservations in the Declaration
of January, 1918, viz. " Arabia, Armenia, Mesopotamia,
Syria and Palestine," which were said to be entitled to " a
recognition of their separate national conditions/'

Smyrna having been assigned to the Greeks without any
Treaty, while the negotiations for one were being long
drawn out, they were told to take possession, and the task
was made easy for them by the disarmament of the Turkish
soldiery and the presence of a strong Allied squadron which
commanded the forts and quays of Smyrna with their
guns. The landing was unopposed, not a shot was fired,
the Turkish authorities issued peremptDry orders that no
resistance was to be attempted* How did the Greeks
behave on landing ? They acted as if they were in a
sacked town, several hundred officials and officers were
murdered in cold blood, houses were plundered, women
stripped for their jewellery, and in pure savagery houses were
fired and pulled to the ground. The date of this calamitous
incident was igth May, 1919.

The atrocities in the town of Smyrna were exceeded by
those in the districts outside it. Ten thousand people were